
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
AMBERLEY VILLAGE COUNCIL 

MONDAY, JUNE 14, 2010 
 

The Council of Amberley Village, Ohio met in a regular session at the Amberley Village 
Hall, 7149 Ridge Road on MONDAY, JUNE 14, 2010 at 7:30 P.M.  Mayor Merrie 
Stillpass called the meeting to order.  The following roll call was taken: 
 
PRESENT: ALSO PRESENT: ABSENT: 
Jon Chaiken Bernie Boraten, Village Manager  
Fran Cohen Jack Monahan, Police/Fire Chief   
Peg Conway 
Ed Hattenbach 

Rick Kay, Village Treasurer 
Kevin Frank, Village Solicitor 

 

Louis Katz Kathy Harcourt, Acting Clerk of Council  
Leslie McIntosh   
Merrie Stillpass   
   
Mayor Merrie Stillpass welcomed everyone to the regularly scheduled meeting of the 
Amberley Village Council, and led those in attendance through the pledge of allegiance.   
 
MINUTES 
Mayor Stillpass presented the minutes of the May 10, 2010, regular meeting and asked 
if there were any corrections or additions.  There being none, Mayor Stillpass stated that 
the minutes stand approved as distributed. 
 
FINANCE REPORT 
Mr. Boraten presented the May, 2010, Finance Report (copy attached).  Mayor Stillpass 
asked if there were any questions.  Mayor Stillpass announced that the finance report 
would be filed as received. 
 
RESIDENTS TO ADDRESS COUNCIL 
Mrs. Jane Seyfried, resident at 8437 Ridge Road asked to address council concerning 
changes approved for the Mayerson Jewish Community Center parking lot.  Mrs. 
Seyfried stated that she had been an Amberley resident for 32 years and she is 
concerned with what is happening with the property next door to her—the JCC.  She 
thought she lived in residence A but now she sees so many trucks and buses going in 
and out, it’s not the same.  She feels that trees should be put in to block the view.  No 
one appears to have compassion for her situation. 
 
She went on to explain that she had been contacted by Mr. Lane who, she feels, made 
some good issues regarding the JCC property that should be considered by committees 
of Council.  She is disturbed by the plans to enlarge the parking area at the JCC and 
would like to see them do something to enhance the beauty of Amberley Village in that 
area. 
 
Mayor Stillpass thanked Mrs. Seyfried for her comments.  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CAC) FINAL REPORT 
Scott Wolf, the chair of the committee, began with an overview of the written report 
delivered to Council.  He stated that the report provides a fair account of what was 
discussed, who came before the Committee and maps of the property.  He felt it was 
important to point out that in all the Committee’s endeavors, they were operating under 
the guidelines set forth in the Council resolution to form the Committee—no proposal 
would incur any additional cost and the property would be kept as green as possible.  
Very early on in the project the Committee found that any development without incurring 
cost was not feasible.  This greatly limited the scope of what the Committee could 
accomplish.  He thanked the whole Committee for their service and especially the 
subcommittee chairs—Rick Lauer, J.K. Byar and Mary Lennard. 
 
Mr. Wolf listed what he felt were the highlights as far as what the Committee achieved.  

 The property is now a park for the use of the residents—a park which has 
received spectacular reviews from visiting naturalists as well as residents.  It is 
one of the most unique and special pieces of undeveloped property in Hamilton 
County. 

 The tax status of the property has been reduced. 

 There are five new tennis courts for which no Village funds were used.  They 
have greatly enhanced the view of the property from Ridge Road. 

 The Council needs to make sure that the community buys into whatever they do 
with the property.  With the involvement of residents in determining the best use 
of the property, it will be easier to go forward with any plans instituted. 

 A social network was formed for the property with the creation of the Amberley 
Green Facebook page.  There is much that the page could do to make people 
aware of the property and the potential it has for the future. 

 
He then enumerated the final recommendations of the Committee to Council. 

1. The Village should continue to maintain ownership of the property as well as 
retain control of future development of the property. 

2. Due to the economic climate it is difficult at the present time to find an economic 
partner. 

3. After consulting with several professional groups the Committee concluded that 
the property is not sustainable as a golf only facility.   Several golf experts agreed 
that the cost of repairing the course, competing golf courses in the vicinity and 
the low cost currently being paid for a round of golf in the area make it 
economically unfeasible.  Golf alone would not produce the amount of revenue 
needed to sustain the property. This does not rule out a smaller course mixed 
with other development. 

4. Use as office space is doubtful at the present time.  There is a glut of office 
space in Hamilton County and financial institutions in the area are unwilling to 
finance such projects right now. 
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5. It would be ideal for limited retail space including some source of food service.  
This could serve to give a ‘heart’ to the Village—a place where residents could 
congregate and socialize. 

6. An issue that came up on a regular basis from many sources during the time the 
Committee met is the possibility of providing some smaller homes to senior 
residents.  Because this feeling is so widespread, it is an issue that must be 
considered.  Many loyal residents wish to remain in Amberley Village.  If this was 
included in plans for the property, the Village should insist upon strict LEED 
certified housing. 

7. The retention of green space should be a top priority.  The property offers such a 
wide range of wild life and vast varieties of trees. 

8. Depending on what path the Village chooses for the property, the Village should 
retain an economic development professional or a professional fundraiser.  If 
there is some sort of development, a full time person or firm should be hired to 
make the best possible use of the property.  If it is determined that it should 
remain a park, a professional fundraiser should be retained. 

9. The Village needs to secure long term financing for the property now; otherwise, 
there is a fear that it may be too expensive to retain the property in the future.  
The Village needs to fit it into the budget, try to find donors, or residents need to 
agree to pay for it.  Before presenting it to the residents, a master plan needs to 
be in effect. 

10. The Committee urges Council to continue to use Village resident input to 
determine what should be done with the property. 
 

In conclusion, Mr. Wolf reiterated that Amberley Green is a unique, valuable property.  
Financing to retain this property in its current form or in any form is at the heart of the 
issue. 
 
Mayor Stillpass thanked Mr. Wolf and his Committee for their work and the excellent 
document they submitted.  She stated that the information would be moved into Council 
committees to continue to work forward with the ideas put forth by the CAC.  She also 
stated that there would be opportunity for citizen involvement. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP   
Ms. McIntosh announced that the Environmental Stewardship Committee is planning a 
new event, a volunteer opportunity, called A Green Clearing.  One evening every 
month, they plan to meet at Amberley Green from 6:30 to 8:30pm to clear the various 
tree stands overgrown with vines and honeysuckle.  It is important to keep the trees in 
the park in a healthy condition.  It is impossible for the Service Department to maintain it 
and keep up with all of their other duties.  Prior to each meeting the Service Department 
will check for any possible hazards in the area.  The group will meet at Amberley Green 
on the first Thursday of each month—July 1, August 5 and September 2. Ms. McIntosh 
has requested that Scott Wolf post this information on the Amberley Green Facebook 
page—Friends of Amberley Green— as well. 
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Ms. McIntosh recently spoke with Dave Gamstetter from the Cincinnati Park Board who 
stated that they have just completed the list of trees that will be available in the ReLeaf 
Program this year at discounted prices.  More information will be forthcoming. 
 
The next meeting of the Environmental Stewardship Committee will be Monday, June 
28. 
 
Mayor Stillpass asked about nominations for the annual landscape awards.  Ms. 
McIntosh stated that the Committee will continue to accept nominations until the end of 
June. 
 
HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE 
Ms. McIntosh reported that, after reviewing the bow hunting program proposed by the 
Cincinnati Park Board, both the Village Manager and the Police Chief have 
recommended that no outside, private hunters be allowed on the property to cull.  We 
will continue with the culling program in place using Amberley Village personnel only. 
 
Ms. McIntosh announced that the next meeting of the Health, Education and Welfare 
Committee will take place on September 28 at 4:00pm.  The Village long term deer 
management plan will be discussed. 
 
PUBLIC OUTREACH 
Mrs. Conway announced that the Mount Notre Dame tennis schedule through the fall 
has been posted on the website.  This allows residents to see when the courts are 
available for their use. 
 
The next newsletter deadline is July 2.  If there are any more graduate announcements 
they must be received by that date for inclusion in the newsletter. 
 
The Ice Cream Social this year will take place on August 15. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mayor Stillpass reported that on May 12 she hosted an economic development 
breakfast for eight of the 15 businesses and institutions in the Village with the help of 
Councilmen Katz and Hattenbach. She will be setting up additional meetings in the near 
future to speak with each participating group individually to find out what their needs are 
and any issues they may have.  This is an effort by the Economic Development 
Committee to let these parties know what is happening in the Village and to cultivate a 
better business climate.  Andy Young, a resident who works for the Hamilton County 
Development Corporation, is also a member of this committee. 
 
On June 9 Mayor Stillpass and Councilwoman McIntosh attended a critique of a UC 
architectural studio project using the Amberley Green property.  The students were 
designing a vineyard.  While it had no practical application, it was a fun exercise to see 
what was designed by these architectural students.  Another professor has mentioned 
the possibility of using the property for a similar project. 
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MANAGER’S REPORT 
Mr. Boraten reported that the Village had reviewed alternatives presented by Hamilton 
County and the city of Cincinnati for procuring salt for the coming winter.  He 
recommended that the Village contract with the city of Cincinnati whose supplier this 
year is North American Salt.  The price would be $64.23 per ton compared to $66.30 
paid last year and the city program offers a much more flexible delivery process.  The 
Village target amount of salt this year is 750 tons.  We must purchase 80% of that 
amount and are guaranteed 20% over that amount, if needed. 
 
Mr. Chaiken asked Mr. Boraten to reiterate that this alternative cost less than last year 
and had a more flexible delivery process. Mr. Boraten explained that in the process with 
Hamilton County last year we were required to take a large amount of our shipment 
early.  There is no such requirement with the city of Cincinnati. He also mentioned that 
Hamilton County’s price this year is $68.42. Mr. Chaiken then inquired about how much 
salt was on hand at this time.  Mr. Boraten responded that there was about 300 tons of 
salt in our bins.  Mr. Chaiken proposed a resolution authorizing the Village Manager to 
enter into an agreement with the city of Cincinnati to procure salt for the 2010-2011 
winter season.  Mr. Hattenbach seconded and the roll call showed the following vote: 
 
AYE:  Chaiken, Cohen, Conway, Hattenbach, Katz, McIntosh, Stillpass (7) 
NAY:           (0) 
ABSENT:            (0) 
 
Mr. Boraten continued his report with an update on the Galbraith Road project.  The 
storm water improvements required to be done prior to the overall rehab project has 
been begun by Brochear Contractors.  They could have that completed by late this 
week.   The John R. Jurgensen Company has given the Village a start date of June 21 
with a tentative completion date sometime in September.  Mayor Stillpass asked if 
information on the project would be posted on the Village website.  Mr. Boraten assured 
her that it would be posted.  If residents need additional clarification they may call 
Village Hall. 
  
CHIEF’S REPORT 
Chief Monahan reported that there had been a serious storm over the weekend 
(June12-13).  There were 4 fire runs and he wanted to commend all of the firefighters 
for their efforts.  Around 11:30 on Saturday night there was a report of a large tree down 
and blocking Section Road west of Fair Oaks. In fact, because it was so dark in the 
area, a resident wrecked into the tree.  Thanks to the efforts of 3 firefighters—Tom Karr, 
Ryan Monahan and Rob Langdon—using a backhoe and chipper from the Maintenance 
Department the tree was removed in less than an hour and a half. 
 
Mayor Stillpass asked if there was any new business.  Mr. Katz stated that while he had 
no new business he wanted to acknowledge the passing of resident Norman Barron.  
Mr. Barron’s wife, Judy, has been a vital member of the Amberley Village Income Tax 
Board of Review for many years and was also very helpful in redoing the Village Income 
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Tax Code in the past year. The Village extends its sympathies to Judy and the Barron 
family.  
 
Mayor Stillpass stated that there being no other business the meeting was adjourned.   
 
 

_______________________________ 
      Kathy Harcourt, Acting Clerk of Council 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mayor Merrie Stillpass 
 
 


